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This Week in Congress
May 10, 2010

Dear Friend,

Welcome to "This Week in Congress." | hope you enjoyed spending Mother's Day with your
family. Mothers are special people in our lives who care for us, teach us and help us grow. On
Mother's Day, we express our gratitude to them. This week's headlines are:

» Honoring Eisenhower at the VE-Day 65th Anniversary Celebration

» Secretary of Defense Robert Gates Announces Good News for Ft. Riley Students

» Congratulating the Class of 2010 at Kansas Wesleyan University

» Rural Veterinarians Can Qualify for Student Loan Forgiveness Program

» Government Should Create Conditions for Businesses and Citizens to Prosper

» Working to Protect Kansas Businesses from Burdensome Tax Reporting

 Visiting With Kansas Farmers and Ranchers During the 3i Show

« Farm Broadcasters Help Deliver Vital News to Farmers and Ranchers

» Hearing Examines Health Effects of Vietnam War

« National Day of Prayer Unites Kansans in Common Purpose

» Meeting with Crop Insurance Professionals

» Speaking at the American Veterans Traveling Tribute in Concordia

« Visiting with Kansans in Junction City

Honoring Eisenhower at the V-E Day 65th Anniversary Celebration

On Saturday, | celebrated the 65th anniversary of Victory in Europe (V-E Day) at the
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Eisenhower Presidential Library in Abilene. This historic day marked the end of WWII in Europe,
when the Allies accepted the surrender of the German forces. During this weekend's event, |
had the honor of introducing the keynote speaker, Secretary of Defense Robert Gates, who was
born and raised in Wichita.

The weekend's activities recognizing the leadership of General Dwight Eisenhower serve as a
good reminder to us all that our way of life in Kansas is worth preserving. It was in the homes,
churches and schools of Abilene that Eisenhower developed the character and lessons that as
commander of allied forces in Europe, led us to victory in World War Il. Today, 65 year later, our
country faces a different enemy, Al Qaeda, with a similar goal, to destroy our way of life. In
these challenging times, our country has once again turned to a native of our state of Kansas to
lead the fight.

Click here to view photos from the event. Click here to read Secretary Gates' speech.
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Secretary of Defense Robert Gates Announces Good News for Ft. Riley Students   During Secretary Gates’ visit to Abilene on Saturday, I spoke with him about the urgent need to address overcrowding at Fort Riley’s schools resulting from the Fort doubling in soldier population. Ft. Riley’s school facilities are already over their designed capacity by 500 military dependents. Military children deserve quality schools and I asked the Secretary to assist the efforts of the Geary County USD 475, Ft. Riley leadership, and the Kansas congressional delegation in providing more school capacity.     That same day, Secretary Gates visited with military spouses at Ft. Riley and made a welcome announcement that the Department of Defense will make much-needed improvements to elementary and middle schools on post. Secretary Gates pledged to transfer funding from the U.S. Department of Defense to the U.S. Department of Education to improve on-post school facilities, which are part of the Geary County USD 475 School District. It is expected that these resources will build an additional elementary school and upgrade middle and elementary schools on post. I greatly appreciate Secretary Gates’ personal involvement in this important education issue. This is great news for military families at Ft. Riley and I will work to ensure this plan moves forward swiftly.   Share on Facebook • Tweet this • Email this   Congratulating the Class of 2010 at Kansas Wesleyan University   On Saturday, I congratulated the class of 2010 at Kansas Wesleyan University for their outstanding achievement. Graduation weekend is an exciting time for both students and their families, who have sacrificed to make this special day possible. Thanks to the many faculty members, coaches and friends who impacted the lives of these students and contributed to their success.   During my remarks, I challenged the graduates to remember that life is not just about making a dollar, but making a difference. Making a difference in this world starts at home with loving moms and dads, strong families, committed churches and caring communities. When individuals serve in their neighborhoods, churches and schools, they can change lives for the better. Thanks to President Lamkin for the kind invitation to speak with the graduates and for presenting me with an honorary degree from KWU, a Doctor of Humane Letters. Congratulations to the following seniors who received an award during the graduation ceremony: Sheryl Hedlund of Salina, Andrew Kohls of Ellsworth, Sabrina Albarran of Lancaster, and Ashley Davenport of Chapman. I wish all of those graduating this spring continued success and happiness as they embark on a new chapter in life. Click here to view a photo from the graduation ceremony. Click here to read my comments to the graduates.
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